
WAC 365-196-030  Applicability.  (1) Where these guidelines ap-
ply.

(a) This chapter applies to all counties and cities that are re-
quired to plan or choose to plan under RCW 36.70A.040.

(b) WAC 365-196-830 addressing protection of critical areas ap-
plies to all counties and cities, including those that do not fully 
plan under RCW 36.70A.040.

(c) As of May 1, 2009, the following counties and cities within 
them are not required to fully plan under RCW 36.70A.040: Adams, Aso-
tin, Cowlitz, Grays Harbor, Klickitat, Lincoln, Okanogan, Wahkiakum, 
Skamania, and Whitman.

(2) Compliance with the procedural criteria is not a prerequisite 
for compliance with the act. This chapter makes recommendations for 
meeting the requirements of the act, it does not set a minimum list of 
actions or criteria that a county or city must take. Counties and cit-
ies can achieve compliance with the goals and requirements of the act 
by adopting other approaches.

(3) How the growth management hearings board use these guide-
lines. The growth management hearings board must determine, in cases 
brought before them, whether comprehensive plans or development regu-
lations are in compliance with the goals and requirements of the act. 
When doing so, board must consider the procedural criteria contained 
in this chapter, but determination of compliance must be based on the 
act itself.

(4) When a county or city should consider the procedural crite-
ria. Counties and cities should consider these procedural criteria 
when amending or updating their comprehensive plans, development regu-
lations or county-wide planning policies. Since adoption of the act, 
counties and cities and others have adopted a variety of agreements 
and frameworks to collaboratively address issues of local concern and 
their responsibilities under the act. The procedural criteria do not 
trigger an independent obligation to revisit those agreements. Any lo-
cal land use planning agreements should, where possible, be construed 
as consistent with these procedural criteria. Changes to these proce-
dural criteria do not trigger an obligation to review and update local 
plans and regulations to be consistent with these criteria.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 36.70A.050, 36.70A.190. WSR 10-22-103, § 
365-196-030, filed 11/2/10, effective 12/3/10; WSR 10-03-085, § 
365-196-030, filed 1/19/10, effective 2/19/10.]
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